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The Graduation
Ceremony for
Bachelor Degree
Students 2025 of The
Chinese University of Hong
Kong, Shenzhen was held on
May 18 at the Liwen Hall. Nearly
1,600 graduates gathered to
celebrate this major milestone,
embarking on a journey filled with
dreams and aspirations.
This year, 18 graduates were
honored with the "Presidential
Awards for Outstanding Students"
for their exceptional academic
performance, leadership skills, and
contributions to the University's
development. The awardees were
recognized by Professor Cha Yat-
chiu, Professor Dennis Lo, and
President Yangsheng Xu, who
presented the certificates and took

commemorative photos with them.

According to statistics, nearly 85% of
the 2025 undergraduate graduates

plan to pursue further studies, with
many already receiving offers from
prestigious universities worldwide,
including Imperial College London,
University of Oxford, Harvard
University, University of Cambridge,
Stanford University, ETH Zurich,
National University of Singapore,
University of Pennsylvania, UC
Berkeley, Cornell University,
University of Chicago, University of
Hong Kong, Yale University, EPFL,
Columbia University, and more.
Approximately 15% of graduates will
enter the workforce directly, with
some securing positions at
renowned global and domestic
companies such as Citibank,
Deutsche Bank, Boston Consulting
Group, Deloitte, Ernst & Young,
Nielsen, Tencent, Huawei,
ByteDance, PDD, Alibaba, Intel,
State Grid Corporation of China, and
P&G.

Notably, the School of Music
celebrated the graduation of its first
cohortof eight undergraduates, who
have received offers from world-
renowned music institutions,
including the College-Conservatory

of Music at the University of

Cincinnati, New England
Conservatory, Berklee College of
Music, and the American Musical
Academy.

During the ceremony, inspiring
speeches and heartfelt messages
were delivered by Professor Dennis
Lo, Professor Wen Gao, President
Yangsheng Xu, and outstanding
student representative Yiling Xu.
They shared their experiences,
wisdom, and encouragement,
urging graduates to seize
opportunities, embrace challenges,
and realize their values and dreams

in the vast expanse of the world.
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CUHK-Shenzhen Holds Graduation Ceremony
for Bachelor Degree Students 2025

Prof. Dennis Lo: Think globally,
and actlocally

In his speech at the Graduation Ceremony, Prof. Dennis Lo commended CUHK-
Shenzhen for its remarkable achievements over the past decade since its
establishment. He also emphasized the strong collaboration between CUHK and
CUHK-Shenzhen under the "One Brand, Two Campuses" framework, which has driven
impactful initiatives to support national development. These initiatives include the
introduction of collaborative double major programmes that provide students with
diverse learning opportunities and exposure to both Hong Kong and Shenzhen, as
well as the "1+1+1" Joint Collaboration Fund Project in partnership with the
Guangdong Science and Technology Department, which establishes a seed funding
pool to support meaningful research, platform-building, and the cultivation of young
scholars.

Facing the complexities of a rapidly changing world, Prof. Lo urged graduates to
navigate the the challenges brought by technological advancements with critical
thinking and clear goals.

"On global issues that demand our attention, we're talking about world peace, the
imminent climate crisis, and the imperative for a sustainable world. Think globally,
and yet act locally, because no action is too small when it comes to impacting the
world positively. You may find that, at the end of the day, the education you have
received at CUHK-Shenzhen will provide you with an edge to ride out the tides."

Prof. Wen Gao: Anchor yourselfin the
Al era with the rigor of a scientist, the
vision of an entrepreneur, and the
compassion of a humanist

In his speech, Professor Wen Gao emphasized that we are living in an era filled with
both opportunities and challenges. He highlighted the historic moment in 2024 when
the Nobel Prizes in Physics and Chemistry were awarded to scientists in the field of
artificial intelligence. This milestone marked Al's transformation from a technical tool
to a core engine for scientific discovery, revealing the opportunities and strategic
directions for the next generation of Al technologies.

Professor Gao noted, "The future wave of artificial intelligence will delve even deeper.
This will require not only algorithmic innovation but also interdisciplinary
collaboration: physics provides theoretical frameworks, chemistry and biology
inspire application scenarios, and mathematics strengthens computational
foundations."

Prof. Yangsheng Xu: Seize the opportunities of the era,
and become a bridge connecting China and the world

In his address, Prof. Yangsheng Xu highly commended the
growth and achievements of this year's graduating class.
Reflecting on the context of the times, he urged the
graduates to seize the opportunities presented by this
transformative era, realize their values and dreams, and

embark on their future journeys with a grounded approach.

He encouraged the graduates to embrace challenges with
courage and persevere with resilience, striving to become
bridges that connect China with the world.

"As you venture forth to workplaces and graduate schools
all over the globe, you will meet with conflicts in many
forms, between individuals, between value systems, and
between different visions of the future. It's easy to be
carried away by narratives of opposition. But it's harder
and more courageous to learn across divides and seek
common ground. You will represent China on the global
stage—in science, business, arts, ethics, and social
services. You will also represent China through your
conduct: your etiquette, cultural awareness, and your

willingness to engage in open, respectful dialogue. To

connect with others through true understanding and
meaningful communication, that is the profound
challenge. I want you to be prepared for that challenge. We
cannot foresee how far away global reconciliation may be,
butlencourageyou to heal the divides at personal levels by
becoming bridge-builders. | encourage you to explore ways

of competition without excluding collaboration."
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Student Representative Yiling Xu: Discover your

passion, know your boundaries, and find your people

Yiling Xu, a graduate from Diligentia
College and School of Management
and Economics, delivered a speech
as the representative of the
graduating class. She shared her
reflections and insights gained
during her four years of study at
CUHK-Shenzhen.

"First, whether it's solving business
problems, promoting social good,
or performing under the spotlight, |
have found my passions. This
freedom to explore and the courage

to pursue is the greatest gift CUHK- ol sl

Shenzhen has given me. Second, | yo
learned to understand boundaries.
Knowing the boundary internally
helps me identify strengths and
weaknesses while knowing the
boundaries set by others lets me
know the direction to break
through. What's more, | made
friends that | trust deeply—people
who inspire me, challenge me, and

supportme."
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Treasured Memories at
CUHK-Shenzhen
Thissummer, asover 1,500 graduates bid farewell to campus, we invited o
the university community to share their most cherished moments at :

CUHK-Shenzhen. Through Instagram submissions and personal
reflections, these stories capture not just individual experiences, but
the shared spirit of a campus that turns fleeting moments into lifelong
bonds. Here's a glimpse of the places, faces, and emotions that define

what it meansto belongto CUHK-Shenzhen. ,,

<&

@jessicangelat G

Capturing the warmth of sunset at Harmonia, is a memory I'll always treasure. The vibrant
colors of the sky painted and the freedom to create, every moment felt like a symphony of

creativity and serenity. As | painted, | felt connected to nature and my own imagination.

@c08915

It was my first day at university, and | was already running late. In full panic mode, | rushed
into what | thought was my classroom, sat down, and tried to act casual. Five minutes in, |
realized everyone around me looked way older and was talking about something called
"quantum entanglement." | was in an advanced physics class. I'm a business major. Too
embarrassed to leave, | sat through the whole lecture pretending to take notes. To this day, |
stilldon'tknow what entanglement means, but'm pretty sure | wasin one.

@aiken.gio

One chilly Saturday night, we decided to have an impromptu mahjong game beneath the
Ling C building. We ordered some & EEIS(Korean-style fried chicken) from my favorite stall.
We settled around the table, and started playing. The sound of the tiles clinking together
filled the air as we laughed, teased each other, and shared stories. What started as a game
soon turned into a conversation about our dreams, fears, and the absurdities of life. As the
hours passed unnoticed, and the first light of dawn peeked through the sky, the game had
long ended. But we weren't ready to leave. We sat in silence, realizing how far we'd
come—strangers who had become the best of friends, sharing a moment of connection that

we would always remember.
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Treasured Memories at CUHK-Shenzhen

@jason.a.y

One of my favorite #cuhksz memories was playing soccer with friends in the
rain—we were soaked, slipping all over the field, and laughing nonstop. The
best part? Finding out the final score of our first ever game... none of us

could believe it! Moments like that made my time here unforgettable.

@graceallycia_

The unforgetfull experience that | had in the Univerisity is joining the
Shimmer organization! As an international student | was amazed at how
Chinese student highly valued helping each other. This organization
focuses on volunteering experience especially for the children. Once, | was
honored to share my experience about the Univeristy in Shouzhen primary
school, Shenzhen.lam very insipired that the Chinese elementary students
are so active to answer, learn and discuss. The children, teachers and staffs
greeted me with an open hand. | felt home when being at their school,
because | could feel the children eagerness to learn and their love for each
other! It inspired me as an international student to be active on learning

and also give impact outside the campus.

@veronicajane234

One of my most unforgettable moments in cuhksz was during my volunteer
experience atISA International Day . Although it was quite stressful at times,
it remains a memory | truly cherish ®. The event was filled with energy and
excitement, and it gave me the chance to meet many new people from
different backgrounds. | also had the unique opportunity to try cultural
foods from a variety of countries, which made the experience even more
special. Despite the challenges, the connections | made and the new

experiences | had madeitaday I will always remember.
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SSE Student Xu Yang Breaks Guinness World Record with
Self-built Microdrone Quadcopter "Prowess"

Recently, Xu Yang, a student from the School of
Science and Engineering and Muse College at
CUHK-Shenzhen, set a Guinness World Record
with his self-designed and manufactured
microdrone quadcopter, "Prowess." Achieving an
astonishing flight speed of 340.78 km/h, Xu Yang
now holds the title for the world's fastest remote-

controlled (RC) microdrone quadcopter.

A microdrone refers to an unmanned aerial
vehicle weighing no more than 250 grams. The
primary challenge in designing such a device lies
in achieving higher propulsion efficiency and
flight stability within an ultra-light frame.

For three years, this record stood untouched,
regarded as the "ultimate ceiling" in the model
aviation world. "Thisis notjust a contest of speed
but success of technology, design, and
perseverance," said Xu Yang after his successful
attempt.

Xu explained that the breakthrough performance
of "Prowess" was made possible by its extreme
lightweight design, optimized propulsion
system, and countless meticulous iterative

experiments.

Xu Yang's success is not only the result of his

personal efforts but also a testament to the spirit
of collaboration and knowledge-sharing within
the global maker and tech enthusiast
community. This "mentorship and cooperation”
spirit became one of the most heartwarming

stories behind his record-breaking challenge.

The concept of high-speed microdrones was first
introduced by overseas creator QUADMOVR, who
achieved a speed of 219 km/h with his prototype
in 2022, laying the foundation for this field.
Inspired by QUADMOVR's work, Xu Yang
developed the first "Prowess" in October 2024,
which reached an impressive speed of 244 km/h
during tests, making him a strong contender to
break the record. Upon learning of Xu's progress,
QUADMOVR not only congratulated him but also
provided valuable technical suggestions during

subsequent development stages.

Meanwhile, Samuele Gobbi, the current world
speed record holder for quadricopter drone,
played an important role by offering guidance on
the record-breaking process. He shared a flight
data analysis tool originally developed by previous
record holder Luke Bell, which supported Xu on his

record evidence submission.

Xu Yang, in turn, contributed to this global
exchange by sharing the design blueprints for
high-speed propellers with German RC hobbyist
Dave_C FPV, enabling him to break past his speed
barrier of 259 km/h and achieve an incredible 290
km/h. This borderless spirit of mutual support
and collaboration added some special ties the
high-tech challenge.

"The ultimate speed challenge is not about
competition but about cooperation and mutual
aid," Xu Yang said. "If someone attempts to break
this record in the future, | will share my

experiences without reservation."

The core competitiveness of "Prowess" lies in its
exceptional design philosophy. Under a strict
weight limit of just 250 grams, Xu Yang has
achieved remarkable advancements in
lightweight construction, power output, and
aerodynamic optimization through independent

research and precision manufacturing.

Prowess combines cutting-edge engineering
with optimization to achieve exceptional flight
performance. Its lightweight structure features a
22-gram carbon fiber truss frame and a 0.4mm

3D-printed shell with eggshell-like strength,

ensuring rigidity and stability at high speeds. The
custom-designed, resin-printed propeller—
optimized through five iterations—boosts
speed by 10% while reducing power consumption.
Fine-tuned details, such as hand-polished
aerodynamics, gap-sealing clay, and a
preheated 40°C battery, further maximize
efficiency, enabling Prowess to surpass speed
expectations.

Despite "Prowess" having already set a new
Guinness World Record, Xu Yang remains
determined to go further. "In the future, | might
try developing custom motors and using
injection molding techniques for propeller
production to see if | can push the speed even

higher," he shared.
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Concordia Luminis: Music as
medicine, light for lives

Across cultures and history, music has served as a powerful tool for

easing pain, soothing stress, and restoring hope. At The Chinese
University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen, one initiative is harnessing this

universal language to bring light to those in need.

Established in 2024, Concordia Luminis (Latin for "Harmony of Light")
aims to bring hope and warmth to society through the power of art
and knowledge. Melodies become medicine, and every note carries
the potential to ignite joy, connection, and healing in darkened

corners of the human experience.

How it began

Founded by Stanislav Pronin, a professor of violin at School of Music,
and Tian Siyuan, a lecturer at School of Humanities and Social
Science, the Concordia Luminis non-profit organization illuminates
lives through music and interactive events while raising funds for

thosein need.

The initiative is dedicated to delivering high-quality musical
performances and interactive educational programs to communities.
It also provides support for disadvantaged groups and workers in
newer types of jobs, such as car-hailing drivers and delivery

personnel, through music.

The founders, united by their passion for philanthropy, launched the
initiative after meeting at the University. Tian has been involved in
charity work since her junior high school days, so it was a natural
progression for her. Pronin had long dreamed of establishing an

organization that brings light and hope to those who need it most.
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So far, Concordia Luminis has successfully held events at several local
hospitals, including Shenzhen Children's Hospital and the Cancer

Hospital Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences, Shenzhen Center.

The latest performance took place on May 16 at the Cancer Hospital
Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences, Shenzhen Center in Longgang
District.

Moving forward, the team plans to expand its reach by performing in
residential communities and rural areas, particularly for "left-behind
children" — those whose parents have migrated to cities for work and
are often left in the care of grandparents or other extended family

members.

Additionally, they aim to collaborate with Shenzhen Project Care and
government partners to facilitate online donations, making it easier

for the public to support their cause.

Collective participation

The Concordia Luminis initiative actively involves students and
faculty from CUHK-Shenzhen, fostering a spirit of service through

music and community engagement.

Liu Xiaoya, a piano lecturer at School of Music, has performed in
multiple events. "I'd participated in similar charity programs while
studying music in the U.S. | really like the idea, so when | was invited
to join, | didn't hesitate," she said. "Music has healing power, and |

hope to touch more hearts through it."

Chen Xiao, a music major, believes music offers solace and strength.
"Just as our theme suggests, we want to bring warmth and light to

patients through our performances," she shared.

For Zeng Zishan, another music student, the initiative's impact
became clear when patients expressed how the music lifted their
spirits. "Hearing their gratitude made me realize how meaningful this

is — it brings joy to those who can't attend concerts," she reflected.
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The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen

Zhang Yaxi, a music major at CUHK-Shenzhen, draws inspiration from
her mother, a psychologist who has participated in numerous
charitable counseling programs. "I'm grateful for this opportunity to

bring hope to those in need through music," she said.

According to Tian, she wants to encourage student participation to
cultivate socially responsible citizens. "We want students to excel
academically while also applying their skills to serve society," she

explained.

Pronin emphasized the importance of community engagement.
"Doctors, lawyers, musicians — no profession exists in isolation. To
me, an individual's identity and worth are inextricably linked to
community. So it is very important for students to learn how to do
community service and understand that their contributions not only

benefit others but also shape their own growth," added Pronin.

Pronin and Tian attribute the initiative's success to strong
institutional support. "OUr university fosters interdisciplinary
collaboration, which helped us find like-minded partners," Tian

explained.

"This inclusive environment, along with backing from the school and
local government — including future plans for online donations —
has been vital. Their involvement made us feel we were never alone
in this effort. Rather, it's the collective strength of an entire

community driving this mission forward."

Lasting impressions

Post-event feedback has been consistently heartfelt. Pronin shared a
particularly poignant moment that occurred while he performed for

three patients in a small treatment room.

"One woman was undergoing inhalation therapy for cancer. As |
began playing a piece centered on the note D, | noticed her machine
emitted the same pitch — a perfect, unexpected harmony. It was
surreal yet profoundly moving — a connection I'd never experienced
before where music and medicine seemed to speak the same
language.”

He added, "when patients with advanced cancer tell me our music
has brought them hope and made their lives better, it's incredibly

humbling."

For Tian, these encounters carry profound significance. "Every
patient is someone's mother, father, child, or partner. In those
moments, music becomes more than therapy — it's a spiritual
connection, a way to crystallize love and tenderness into something

eternal. That's what makes this work so meaningful."

Writer: Wang Jingli (Shenzhen Daily)
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