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Where Stars Align: AVibrant Welcome to the Students of 2025
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As the late summer breeze lingers by the Fairy Lake, The Chinese University of
Hong Kong, Shenzhen(CUHK-Shenzhen) warmly greeted its Students of 2025
in two lively batches. On August 9, over 400 students of the English Pre-
sessional Course arrived on campus, marking the first wave of
newcomers. On August 18 and 19, 254 international undergraduate students
and 196 international exchange students arrived from across the globe,
adding to the growing vibrancy. The excitement continued on August 25 and
26, as over 4,000 new undergraduate and postgraduate students joined the
CUHK-Shenzhen family, ready to embark on a new journey.

With seamless coordination among University departments, student and
parent volunteers, the registration process was both efficient and smooth.
Schools, colleges, and administrative units set up booths to distribute
welcome packs, registration manuals, and activity guides—each detail crafted
with creativity and thoughtfulness. From custom souvenirs to interactive

photo spots, the warmth and innovation of campus life were on full display.

Across distances, we gathered by the Fairy Lake; A new chapter unfolds,

where wonders await.
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CUHK-Shenzhen Holds Inauguration Ceremony for Students 2025

August 30, 2025 - The Chinese University of Hong
Kong, Shenzhen (CUHK-Shenzhen) held its
Inauguration Ceremony for Students 2025,
welcoming over 4,600 undergraduate and
postgraduate students from around the world to
embark onanewjourney.

Professor Lo Yuk Ming, Chairman of Governing
Board of CUHK-Shenzhen and Vice-Chancellor of
The Chinese University of Hong Kong, University
Distinguished Professor and 2012 Nobel Laureate
in Chemistry Professor Brian K. Kobilka, University
Distinguished Professor and 2013 Nobel Laureate
in Chemistry Professor Arieh Warshel,
undergraduate freshmen representative Huang
Yinuo, postgraduate freshmen representative Shi
Yuxin, and President Xu Yangsheng delivered
speeches at the ceremony.

Professor Lo Yuk Ming, Chairman of Governing
Board of CUHK-Shenzhen and Vice-Chancellor
of CUHK: Aim High, Start Well and Keep
Resilient

Professor Lo Yuk Ming addressed the ceremony as
Chairman for the first time. Quoting Plato's " The
beginning is the most important part of the work,"
he reflected on his own journey into "the
development of non-invasive, safe and accurate
prenatal tests" research, encouraging students to
set long-term goals and formulate practical plans
asthey setsail on their quest forknowledge. "Time
spent planning at the beginning of a journey can
often save many multiples of that time down the
road. But better still, you don't have to do the
planning alone. You'll find that your teachers and
fellow students here at CUHK-Shenzhen will be
more than happy to share with you their thinking
and experiences."

Citing Nobel Laureate Professor Sir Paul Nurse,
Professor Lo emphasized that success stems not
from perfection, but from resilience and
adaptability to changing environment. "Like the
evolution of life, which usually takes longer than
we canimagine, the seed of diligence you sow may
not readily bear the fruit of triumph today. It takes
time, perseverance, as well as invaluable support

from those around you to sculpt the pathway to
your aspirations. So hold on to the belief that the
dreams you nurture today will define you
tomorrow."

Professor Brian K. Kobilka, University
Distinguished Professor and 2012 Nobel
Laureate in Chemistry: Follow Your Passion,
Embrace the Challenge

Professor Brian K. Kobilka, reflecting on his
scientific career, encouraged students to lay the
foundation for their future in the next four years,
using passion, mentorship, self-awareness, and
life balance as guiding beacons to begin new
chaptersin university and life.

Looking at the present and future, he highlighted
numerous global challenges facing the
world—regional conflicts, poverty, and climate
change—and called for interdisciplinary
collaboration to address them. " While we may end
wars, prevent a nuclear confrontation, and reduce
world poverty, climate change may be
irreversible." He expressed hope that more
students would dedicate themselves to solving
these challenges and wished the freshmen
"success in the next four years as you lay the
foundation foryour future."

Professor Arieh Warshel, University
Distinguished Professor and 2013 Nobel
Laureate in Chemistry: Find Your Path Through
Exploration

Professor Arieh Warshel used his unique
educational experience to encourage freshmen to
calmly face future uncertainties. He recalled
choosing chemistry upon entering university
merely based on a friend's joking remark, "You
have very good eyesight, you have to study
chemistry." Yet, this accidental start led him onto
the path of scientific research. To freshmen feeling
uncertain about the future, he said: "I'm sure that
you are very worried about what class to choose.
And in fact, it is not so important. You have to
choose classes in the basic fields—those of you
who are in science: mathematics, physics and
chemistry—so you will have the background in the

future to ask questionsin other fields."

Professor Warshel shared thatin his junioryear, he
accidentally discovered his lifelong research
direction through a project studying enzymes
chymotrypsin. Subsequently, he was fortunate to
be among the first scholars to use computers to
study molecules, ultimately winning the Nobel
Prize for his groundbreaking "quantum
mechanics/molecular mechanics (QM/MM)
methods." He encouraged students to actively
discover and challenge difficult problems: "At
some stage, you will suddenly find a very
interesting problem that you will try to solve. And
it's better to be a relatively difficult question
because otherwise it was already solved by other
people.”

Professor Xu Yangsheng, President of CUHK-
Shenzhen, on Cultivating Innovators: The
Power of Focus and Reflection

President Xu Yangsheng offered two
suggestions to the freshmen:

First, cultivate focus. "Focus" might be the most
important factor affecting one's learning
outcomes. In our era, "focus" is becoming
increasingly scarce. Those who understand self-
discipline and delayed gratification are certainly
more likely to achieve success.

Second, do not give up thinking. People are
accustomed to referencing information from
internet, and thinking is gradually being
"outsourced.” Thinking is the fundamental ability
that distinguishes humans from other creatures,
the cornerstone of human innovation and
civilizational progress. Never cease striving in the
prime of life, nor silence thought in the age of
reason.

Concluding his address, President Xu expressed
earnest expectations for the freshmen: "l hope you
will often experience the pure joy of learning, the
satisfaction of truth-seeking. | hope you will be
brave enough to explore and change. The entire
CUHK-Shenzhen family is behind you."

The year 2025 marks the beginning of CUHK-

Shenzhen's second decade. Students from across
the world will open a new chapter at this
continuously ascending institution. They will also,
together with the University, continue its glory, set
sail again, and usher in a new era with their youth
and dreams.

This year, CUHK-Shenzhen welcomed over 4,600
new undergraduate, master's, and doctoral
students for the Class of 2025. This includes over
1,800 undergraduate freshmen and over 2,800
postgraduate freshmen. Among them are 254
international undergraduate students and 196
international exchange students, hailing from 27
countries including China, the United States, the
United Kingdom, Australia, Singapore, Italy,
Japan, Indonesia, Kazakhstan, Greece, France, and
Mongolia. Fifty-five world-renowned universities,
such as Durham University (UK), Bocconi
University (Italy), National University of
Singapore, Waseda University (Japan), Australian
National University, and Rutgers University (USA),
have selected exchange students to study at
CUHK-Shenzhen this year.

Young people from across the globe, bringing
diverse backgrounds and lofty aspirations,
converge at CUHK-Shenzhen's academic
community. Setting forth from the Fairy Lake, they
will engage with international scholarly
collaboration and global issues through solid
academic foundation and broad
perspectives—growing into their best selves
through exploration and innovation.
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School of Music Unveils New Campus: An Ideal Environment for Art Education

In August 2025, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen
(CUHK-Shenzhen) School of Music officially opened its new campus,
marking a new phase in the University's development. Construction
of the project began in October 2022, after a nearly three-year
construction period, the main structures have been completed and
are now operational. With the exception of the Performing Arts
Center, the other six main buildings were successfully handed over
in August this year. With the opening of the new campus, School of
Music has officially concluded a four-year period of operating from a
transitional campus. Currently, all faculty and students of the
School of Music and the Eighth College have moved into the new

campus, embarking on a new chapter of campus life.

The new campus of CUHK-Shenzhen School of Music covers an area
of approximately 73,800 square meters, with a total floor area of
about 130,000 square meters, and is designed to accommodate
1,000 students. The design integrates Lingnan regional
characteristics, guided by the concept of "Composed with the Spirit
of Nature, Layered with the Rhythm of Shenzhen," forming three

main clusters: performance venues, teaching facilities, and

residential spaces.

The architectural complex is divided into northern and southern
zones. The southern zone features compact teaching areas, while
the northern zone offers open residential spaces, creating a spatial

rhythm of "density and openness."

The planning emphasizes

transportation.

advanced sound absorption and vibration damping technologies,

acoustics and user-friendly design, with a functional layout that
ensures convenience. Covered corridors connect all seven main

buildings, facilitating easy movement and instrument

The performance cluster, inspired by the petals of the bougainvillea
and the imagery of a "spreading eagle's wings," features flowing
lines that embody musical rhythm and serve wind-guiding
functions. The teaching and residential clusters continue the
architectural style of the CUHK-Shenzhen campus, incorporating
the wisdom of Lingnan courtyard design. Vertical light wells and
horizontal corridors form U-shaped courtyards, achieving effective
ventilation and natural lighting, with shading for cooling, thus
creating a pleasant"campus lung."

Academic Office Building and Performing Arts Building include an
818-seat theater, an 800-seat concert hall, a 200-seat modern music
hall, as well as a library, administrative offices, and teaching spaces.
The theatres, concert halls, and recording studios are built with fully
decoupled structural designs, while practice rooms and rehearsal

spaces feature nested isolation constructions. Combined with

these architectural solutions ensure exceptional acoustic

performance. The concert hall is equipped with a 60-stop pipe

domestic and international arts institutions to establish a high-end
cultural and arts platform in the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao

Greater Bay Area.

Music Teaching Building and Music Practice Complex are equipped

organ, meeting international professional standards. These venues

not only serve teaching purposes but also collaborate with

with over 400 practice rooms, multiple rehearsal halls, experimental
and practical training spaces, and research centers, fully meeting

the needs of professionalteaching and creative work.

The Eighth College and Student Development Center provide
hundreds of student dormitories, a canteen capable of serving
hundreds of people, and a sports hall, offering comprehensive living
and sports facilities for faculty and students. Additionally, the new
campus features public areas such as waterfront landscapes and
activity green spaces, serving as shared venues for faculty-student
interaction and for the public to experience musical arts.

The opening of the new campus for CUHK-Shenzhen School of
Music not only provides world-class teaching, research, and living
spaces for its faculty and students but also presents new
opportunities for the University in cultivating high-end artistic
talent, optimizing the educational environment, and enhancing
college culture. It further contributes to educational innovation and
talent development in the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater

Bay Area and across the nation.
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From Undergraduate to Professor: Wang Jie's
Innovative Course at CUHK-Shenzhen Praised by Students

Step into Wang Jie's office, and you' ll find the whiteboard covered in
dense mathematical formulae. When the Shenzhen Evening
News visited, he was explaining a research topic on "the application
of robust optimisation in trustworthy artificial intelligence" to a
group of his students. As his pen tapped against the board, he
sketched out a string of equations before turning to ask, "Are you
with me so far?" Several students nodded, their eyes following his
every move.

Wang Jie is an Assistant Professor at the School of Artificial
Intelligence at The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen
(CUHK-Shenzhen), but he has another deep connection to the
University. Nine years ago, he was among the first intake of
students studying mathematics at the School of Science and
Engineering, CUHK-Shenzhen. Now, in the summer of 2025, after
completing his PhD at the Georgia Institute of Technology's
Department of Industrial Engineering, he has returned. His journey
from student to teacher on the same campus marks a new chapterin
his story.

Inspired by a Guiding Light

On the afternoon of 2 September, Wang Jie delivered his first lecture.
He had barely slept the night before, busy rehearsing. Yet, once he
stood at the lectern, he says his nervesvanished.

He shared his own story with the students, hoping to illustrate the
broad career prospects that CUHK-Shenzhen can offer. This candour
helped him build an immediate rapport with the class. "In this new
era,ldon'twantto be someone who simply transmits knowledge," he
explains. "I aspire to be a mentor who can guide students in their
overall development.”

This desire stems from his own experience of being guided by an
inspirational teacher. "You want to become the light that once shone
on you," Wang Jie says, summarising his motivation for choosing a
careerineducation.

It was at CUHK-Shenzhen that he met his mentor, Professor Yang
Shenghao, the person who had the greatest influence on his career.
From his first year, Wang Jie joined Yang's lab, and conducted
research under his supervision. "Professor Yang never gave us the
answers outright," he recalls. "Instead, he would spend weeks asking
questions, guiding us to discover the solutions for ourselves."

He remembers one night, just before a paper deadline, when
Professor Yang called him into his office. They sat side-by-side,
revising the manuscript from 11 pm until 8 am. Wang Jie was
exhausted after the all-nighter, but as soon as the paper was
submitted, Professor Yang went straight to teach his morning class.
This dedication left a profound impression on him. "That’ s the kind
of teacher | want to be," he reflects, "one like Professor Yang, who is
dedicated and meticulously guides students as they learn and
explore."

Fostering Innovation in the Classroom

As a young academic, Wang Jie is keen to integrate emerging
technologies into his teaching. His course, "Practice of Artificial
Intelligence," is designed for first-year students who have just
completed their university entrance exams and may have little
background in mathematics or programming. Through project-based
learning, they are introduced to the advanced field of intelligent
decision-making from their very first lecture.

"Rather than spoon-feeding them information, | get them to tackle a

problem first and discover what they need to learn along the way," he
says. He uses Large Larguage Models ( LLMs ) to support his teaching,
which is based on case studies and inquiry. The final assessment is a
group project, where each team explores a relevant problem of their
own choosing.

This novel approach has proven popular, with students calling the
course "very cool." One remarked, "This class is completely different
from anything | experienced in secondary school or even in my other
university courses!" Another posted on social media, "I feel so lucky
to be a part of a class like this." This positive feedback has fuelled
Wang Jie's passion for teaching. "Shenzhen is a hub of technological
innovation," he says. "I hope to channel that local spirit to make my
classes equally dynamic and creative."

This spirit is precisely why he chose to return to Shenzhen. He
believes the city's higher education has seen transformative growth,
cultivating talent not by copying old models but by blending the best
of Chinese and Western educational philosophies to produce
globally competitive graduates. At the same time, Shenzhen's
universities are deeply integrated with local industry. Leading firms
like Tencent, DJI, and Huawei provide practical scenarios and real-
world opportunities, ensuring learning is not merely theoretical and
thatstudents can genuinely "apply what they learn."

This year, facing his first Teachers' Day as an educator, Wang Jie says
"It feels more like an oath, a reminder to stay true to my original
mission." He hopes to receive sincere feedback from his students.
"Whether it's praise or constructive criticism," he says, "that's the

best Teachers' Day gift | could ask for."

Source: Shenzhen Evening News
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CUHK-Shenzhen Granted Postgraduate Recommendation
Eligibility, Among the First Sino-Foreign Universities

Approved by China's Ministry of Education (MOE), The Chinese
University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen (CUHK-Shenzhen) has been
officially granted the qualification to recommend outstanding
fresh undergraduates for exemption from entrance
examinations for master's degree programs in 2025. It is among
the first Sino-foreign cooperative universities included in the
MOE's list of institutions with this status. This landmark means
that eligible top graduates from CUHK-Shenzhen can directly
enter the assessment and interview stage at many leading
domestic universities, exempt from the written examination
phase of the national postgraduate admission process. This
not only serves as an authoritative recognition of the
University's educational quality and comprehensive
capabilities but also opens a new pathway for its high-
achieving undergraduates to advance their academic pursuits.

Postgraduate recommendation and exemption is a key phase
of the national postgraduate enrollment system, designed to
select top innovative talent and enhance the quality of
graduate education. According to regulations, institutions must
either hold doctoral degree-granting authority or have
independently enrolled master's students for at least 15

consecutive years with a proven record of exceptional teaching
quality, standardized admissions, and operational excellence
to be eligible. This status represents national recognition of an
institution's high standards in undergraduate teaching, talent
development, and comprehensive capabilities, with a highly
rigorous selection process. Having been established only over a
decade ago, CUHK-Shenzhen, endorsed by Guangdong
Province, underscores its remarkable educational standards
and rapid development.

The granting of this qualification is not only a major
breakthrough in CUHK-Shenzhen's history but also a landmark
achievement for Sino-foreign cooperative education. It
highlights the University's proven competitiveness in
educational strength and talent cultivation, ushering in a new
chapter in its mission to develop high-level talent with a global
perspective and forging diverse development pathways. CUHK-
Shenzhen will adhere to the principles of "openness, fairness,
and justice" in its selection process, continuously improve the
standards of talent development, and support students in
reaching new heights in their academic and professional
careers.
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School of Medicine Achieves Dual
Sponsorship from United States and
Canadian Medical Bodies

The inclusion in the World Directory of Medical Schools serves as a solemn affirmation of School of
Medicine, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen. On 5 August 2025, CUHK-Shenzhen reached a
historic milestone by securing official recognition from North America's two foremost medical accrediting
bodies for internal medical graduates: the Medical Council of Canada (MCC) and the Educational
Commission for Foreign Medical Graduates (ECFMG).

The accreditation signifies that the quality of medical education at School of MEDICINE, The Chinese
University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen has successfully met the rigorous standards of the North American
medical education system. This groundbreaking achievement means that graduates of our university's
clinical medicine programs will be eligible to apply for the North American medical licensing examination,
paving a critical pathway for their professional advancement in the North American healthcare sector.
Global Passport for Medical Students

The World Directory of Medical Schools (WDOMS) is a globally authoritative database jointly administered
by the World Federation for Medical Education (WFME) and the Foundation for Advancement of
International Medical Education and Research (FAIMER). Inclusion in this Directory signifies that the medical
education system, training standards, and institutional quality of School of Medicine, The Chinese
University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen have met internationally recognized benchmarks, thereby granting it
the globally recognized "passport".

The Pathway to North American Medical Practice Unlocked!

Graduates are now eligible for registration and may challenge the Medical Council of Canada Qualifying
Examination (MCCQE), a critical step toward practicing medicine in Canada.

ECFMG recognition allows students to register for and take the United States Medical Licensing Examination
(USMLE), a requirement for residency training, clinical electives, and medical licensure in the U.S.

These accreditations underscore our commitment to global excellence in medical education, empowering
our graduates to compete not only in their home countries but also across North America and beyond.
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CUHK-Shenzhen Sets New Record in
2025 World's Top 2% Most-cited Scientists List

On September 19 (local time), Stanford University and the
International academic publisher Elsevier jointly released the
*2025 Updated Science-wide Author Databases of Top 2%
Scientists*. The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen
(CUHK-Shenzhen) achieved record highs this year in the number
of scholars listed in both the "Career-Long Impact" and "Single-

Year Impact" rankings.

Atotal of 146 entries from the University were included in the list,
representing a year-on-year increase of 34% and setting a new
record. Specifically, 65 scholars were named in the "Career-Long

Impact" list, while 81 were listed in the "Single-Year Impact" list.

Among them, 51 scholars were featured on both lists, with 7
ranking within the top 100 in both rankings: Luo Zhiquan Tom,
Tang Ben Zhong, Wang Deliang, Chen Zizhong, Leong Frederick T.
L., Hwang Kai, and Zhang Rui. The recognized scholars span 39
sub-disciplinary fields. Notably, 57 scholars from fields including
Artificial Intelligence and Image Processing, Networking and
Telecommunications, Operations Research, and Automation &
Control Systems highlight the University's strong talent pool in

Artificial Intelligence and Computer Science.

The *Science-wide Author Databases of Top 2% Scientists®,

comprising the "Career-Long Impact" and "Single-Year Impact"

rankings, is regarded as an objective indicator for measuring
scientists' long-term research performance and academic
influence. Inclusion signifies that a scholar has substantial global

impact within their research field.

This year's list selected the world's top 2% of scientists from
nearly seven million candidates worldwide based on a
composite of citation metrics, covering 22 major fields and 174
sub-fields.
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